
Noon Bible Study: Ephesians (Intro)  

Setting The Stage: 
Author: Paul is writing while under house arrest in Rome (Acts 28:30-31) 

 
 

Genre: “Epistle” or letter.  Written By Paul and sent to 

Ephesian Church 

  

Setting For Epistle: Ancient City of Ephesus 
 

Ephesus was a wealthy port city in the Roman 

province of Asia. It was a center of learning 

and was positioned near several key land routes 

in western Asia Minor. Paul probably wrote his 

letter to the Ephesians while under house arrest 

in Rome (Acts 28). (ESV Study Bible, Intro To 

Ephesians) 
 
Background Of Paul & Ephesian Church:  

 

“The foundation of the Ephesian church was laid 

by the apostle Paul on his return from the 

second missionary journey.  On his route from Greece to Syria, the apostle paid a visit to Ephesus, 
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accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila, whom he left behind in the city (Acts 18:18-21). It was only a brief 

stopover, for he was hurrying on to Jerusalem.  He found time, however, to engage in dialogue with the 

Jewish leader in the local synagogue.  He so impressed them that they begged him to remain.  He was unable 

to change his plans, though he promised to return if that was God’s will for him. 
 

Clearly this proved to be so, for he included Ephesus in his itinerary on his next missionary tour and 

actually extended his stay for a period of more than three years (c. 54-57 from Acts 20:3).  Evidently the 

apostle realized the strategic potential of the metropolis, which had been sited so as to command the main 

highway between east and west.  Ephesus was surrounded by 230 independent communities within the Roman 

province of Asia.  If the Christian faith were firmly established in the capital city, it could spread from the 

hub to the rim. 
 

When he got back to Ephesus, Paul found that Apollos had been active in his absence (Acts 18:27-28).  By now 

Apollos had moved on to Corinth and Paul was free to consolidate the work.  For three months he resumed his 

previous confrontation with the Jews and soon aroused opposition.  He took his converts with him and 

transferred to the lecture hall of Tyrannus, where he held daily conferences over a period of two years 

(Acts 19:9).  The result is significant for its bearing on the destination of the Ephesian letter.  We are told 

that all the residents of provincial Asia, Jews and Greeks alike, heard the word of the Lord (Acts 19:10). 
 

The impact of Paul’s mission was felt far beyond the boundary of Ephesus itself.  The entire area was 

affected and there were converts everywhere.  Those who came into the capital on business or for pleasure 

could not fail to hear of what was happening… 
 

This remarkable expansion led to and was temporarily halted by the disturbance described in Acts 19:23-41 

when Demetrius the silversmith rallied his fellow trade-unionists.  Paul was already on the point of 

departure, and this was the signal for his withdrawal as he headed for Rome (Acts 19:23-24).  On his last 

voyage to Syria (towards Jerusalem), he landed at Miletus and there took leave of the Ephesian (elders), 

committing the oversight of the flock to them in a solemn and moving charge (Acts 20:18-35).  Paul was 

never to visit Ephesus again. (Expositor’s Bible Commentary, volume 11, page 12-13) 
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