NOON BIBLE STUDY: EPHESIANS (INTRO)

SETTING THE STI\GE
I\\ITHOR LIS WRITING WHILE UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN ROME (ACTS 28:30-31)

A.D. 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80
Dealh, resurrection of Christ (a.0. 33 [or 30])7 [

Paul’s conversion (33/34%) ®
Paul's first Jerusalem visit (36/37*) [ ]
Paul’s second Jerusalem visit (famine relief) (44-47*)

Paul's first missionary journey (46—47)

o
@
Paul’s third Jerusalem visit (apostolic council) (48—-49%) | | | o
Paul's second missionary journey (48/49-51%) -
| Paul's third journey (incl. 3 years in Ephesus) {52-57*) | | | s

Paul, under house arrest in Rome, writes to Ephesus (62*) @

Paul martyred in Rome (64—67) o

* denotes approximate date; / signifies either/or; ' see The Date of Jesus’ Crucifixion, pp. 18091810
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ERHESS WAS A WEALTHY PORT CITY IN THE ROMAN R
PROVINCE OF ASIA. T WAS A CENTER OF LEARNING | e i Sy
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INWESTERN ASIA MINOR. PAUL PROBABLY WROTE HIS % e T G <
LETTER T0 THE EPHESIANS WHILE UNDER HOUSE ARREST o e o 0
IN RONE (ACTS 28). (ESH STUDY BIBLE, INThO T0 T R ;’,jf;’: ’/
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BACKGROUND OF PAUL & EPHESIAN CHURCH: a, PR
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“THE FOVNDATION OF THE EPRESIAN CHURCH S LADD = 2 = :

BY THE APOSTLE PRUL ON HIS RETURN FROM THE
SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY. ON HIS ROUTE FROM GREECE T0 SYRIA. THE APOSTLE PAID A VISIT T0 EPHESLS,
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ACCOMPANIED B PRISCILLA AND AQUILA, WHOM H LEFT B
STOPOVER, FOR HE WAS HURRYING ON TO Jt HE F

JEWISH LEADER IN THE LOCAL SYNAGOGUE H SO ?M PRESS
10 CHANGE HIS PLANS, THOUGH HE PROMISED TO RETURN IF T

EHIND IN THE CITY (RCTS 18:18-71) 1T WAS ONLY A BRIEF
OUND TIME, HOWEVER TO ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE WITH THE

ED THEM THM THE BEGOED 1M TO REMAIN.  HE WAS UNABLE
THAT WAS GOD'S WILL FOR HIM

CLEARLY THIS PROVED TO BE SO, FOR HE INCLUDED EPHESYS IN H}S mN ERARY ON IS NEXT MISSIONARY TOUR AND
ACTURLLY EXTENDED HIS STM FOR A PERIOD OF MORE THAN THREE YEARS (C. SL\ 57 FROM ACTS 20:3). EVIDENTLY THE
APOSTLE REALIZED THE STRATEGIC POTENTIAL OF THE METROPOL IS wHi(HH EEN SITED SO AS TO COMMAND THE MAIN
HIGHWAY BETWEEN H\ST AND WEST. EPHESUS WAS SURROUNDED BY 730 INDEPE ND NT COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE ROMAN
PROVINCE OF ASIA. IF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH WERE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED IN THE CAPITAL CITY, 1T COULD SPREAD FROM THE
108 T0 THE RiM

UL FOUND THAT APOLLOS HAD BEEN ACTIVE IN HIS ABSENC
AND PRUL WAS FREE TO CONSOLIDATE THE WORK. FOR TH
JEWS AND SOON AROUSED OPPOSITION.  HE TOOK HIS CONY

(ACTS 18:77-78). BY NOW
MONTHS HE RESUMED H1S

WHEN HE GOT BACK TO EPHESY i
A hEE
ERTS WITH 1M AND
th AP
S

SUS, A
POLLOS HAD MOVED ON TO CORINTH
PREVIOUS CONFRONTATION WITH THE JE
TRANSFERRED TO THE LECTURE HALL OF TYRANNUS, WHERE HE HELD DAILY CONFERENCES QVER A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS
(ACTS 19:9). THE RESULT IS SIGNIFICANT FOR TS BEARING ON THE DESTINATION OF THE EPHESIAN LETTER. WE ARE TOLD
i

|
AT ALL THE RESIDENTS OF PROVINCIAL ASIR, JEWS AND GREERS ALIKE, HERRD THE WORD OF THE LORD (ACTS 19:10)

TIRE ARER WAS

THE IMPACT OF PAUL'S MISSION WAS FELT FAR BEYOND THE BOUNDARY OF EPHESUS ITSELF. THE €
b INESS OR FOR PLEASURE

bt
AFFECTED AND THERE WERE CONVERTS EVERYWHERE  THOSE WHO CAME INTO THE CAPITAL ON BUS
COULD NOT FAIL TO HERR OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING.

N
N

THIS REMARKRBLE EAPANSION LED TO AND WAS TEMPORARILY HRLTED 8Y THE DISTURBANCE DESCRIBED IN ACTS 19:73-41
HEN DEMETRIUS THE SILVERSMITH RALLIED RIS FELLOW TRADE- UNIONISTS. PAUL WAS ALREADY ON THE POINT OF
EPARTURE, AND THIS WF\S THE SIGNAL FOR HIS WITHDRAWAL AS HE HEADED FOR ROME (ACTS 19:23-74) ON HIS LAST
RIA (TOWARDS JERUSALEM), HE LANDED AT MILETUS AND THERE TOOK LEAVE OF THE EPRESIAN (ELDERS),
HE OVERSIGHT OF THE FLOCK TO THEM IN A SOLEMN AND MO NG C HRRG E(ACTS 20:18-35) PRUL WAS
EPHES ME

ESUS AGAIN. (EXPOSITOR'S BIBLE COMMENTARY, V0 1, PRGE1Z-13)
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